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The Project PLANNET CY Ex situConservation

The project titled 'Establishmentof a Plant Micro-reserveNetwork in Cyprusfor the Conservationof EXsitu conservatiormeasuresare beingimplementedin order to safeguardhe longterm survivalof the
Priority Speciesand | | 6 A (PLANANETCY),is implemented within the framework of the LIFE targetedspeciesandto promote publicawarenessThesemeasuresnclude

orogramof the EuropeanCommissionits main objectivelis to improve the conservationstatus of four Aseedcollection,handlingand storagein SeedBanks

oriority plant species (Arabis kennedyae, Astragalus macrocarpus subsp lefkarensis Centaures Mevelopingprotocolsfor the productionof newindividualsand

akamantisand Ophryskotschy) and two priority habitat types (Cedrusbrevifolia forests ¢ 9590 and AEstablishingspecificsectionswithin three local BotanicalGardensof Cyprusfor the conservatiorof the
Scruband low forest vegetationof Quercusalnifolia ¢ 9390 of Cyprusthat are found in NATURA000 targetedspeciesandfor the promotion of publicawareness

sites, through the establishment,monitoring and managementof a network of five Plant Micro-

ReservegPMRs) The Projectintroducesan integrated approachfor the conservationof the targeted Seed germination tests and plant
speciesand habitat typesthrough: propagation for the production of
monitoringof all environmentalparametersaffectingthe targetedspeciesandtheir habitats I (cuals of the targeted

species
Implementationof species/habitaspecificin-situ conservatioractions
: : : : : Protocolson seedhandling,storage,
Implementationof complementaryex-situ conservatioractions —) germination growth and outplanting

promotion of public awarenessand controlled public involvementin the LINR 2 Sofs@éreatio of the targeted taxa are being

activities prepared

Seedviability tests and germination

protocols are prerequisitesfor the
Seeds | - proper operation and management
N Petri dish for §€rMination test of a SeedBankand the production

The Plant MicreReserve (PMR) Approach l Rl OB 'anisTom seeds

Cen

The PMRsapproachwas initially developedabout 15 yearsago in Valencia(Spain)and sincethen ha
beensuccessfullynplementedin severalother areasof Europe Thisconceptis now widely acceptedas
one of the most effective practicestowards the conservationof plant diversityin smallland plots that
are of peakvaluein terms of plant richnessgndemismor rarity.

PMRsare definedassmallareas(lessthan 20 ha),aimingat:

A protecting selectedsubpopulations/locations/coloniesf the rarest, endemicor threatenedspecies Centaured ak Centayreg akamantis o
and eedling

A establishinga continuouslymonitored network.

Sucha patchynetwork of smallprotected areasis consideredasa complementarytool to the generall

adoptedW { | aNIHEBSt€pythat hasrecently been materializedinto the EuropeanNetwork of nature The young plant individualswere establishedin particular sectionswithin

gmantis saplings

Establishmenbf particular sectionswithin three BotanicGardens

the Botanic Gardensof Troodos, Athalassaand AkamasNational Forest

conservationNatura200Q Parks

ts of the targeted spec

ies

Collection and storage of seedsof the targeted endemic taxa at the
National Seed Bank of Cyprus, which is based at the Agricultural
Research Institute (Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resourcesand
Environment),to securethe preservationof their geneticdiversity.

Three seedlots of each species,collected in three consecutiveyears,
respectivelyare expectedto be storedin the SeedBank Seedcollectionis
also taking place in subpopulationsoutside the PMRs Seedsthat are
coming from different subpopulationsare kept separatelyin the Seed
Bank

Thismeasureensuresthe longterm survivalof the targetedtaxain exsitu

living collections It also provides living plant material for conservation
purposesaswell asfor the enrichmentof natural populations Moreover, it

promotes awarenessamong people about the importance of biodiversity
conservationand specificallythe uniquenessand the value of the targeted
species

Saplingganbe usedalsofor in situ andinter situ conservatioractivities
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